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SAMPLE QUESTIONS 1

AP U.S. HISTORY EXAM SAMPLE QUESTIONS

Scoring Guidelines for  
Short-Answer Question – 
Period 6
Answer parts a, b, and c.

a) Reform movements emerged in both the antebellum period of 
the early 1800s and the “Gilded Age” of the late 1800s. Briefly 
explain ONE important similarity in the reasons why the reform 
movements emerged in these two time periods.

b) Briefly explain ONE important difference in the effects of reform 
movements in these two time periods.

c) Briefly explain ONE way in which some Americans responded 
critically to reform movements in either period.

Learning Objective Historical 
Thinking Skill

Key Concepts in 
the Curriculum 
Framework

POL-2.0: Explain how popular 
movements, reform efforts, 
and activist groups have 
sought to change American 
society and institutions.

Comparison 4.1 III, 6.3 II 

Scoring Guide
0–3 points

a) The response briefly explains one important similarity in 
the reasons why reform movements emerged in both the 
antebellum period of the early 1800s and the “Gilded Age” of 
the late 1800s.
0-1 point(s)

b) The response briefly explains one important difference in the 
effects of reform movements in these two time periods.
0-1 point(s)

c) The response briefly explains one way in which some Americans 
responded critically to reform movements in either period.
0-1 point(s)
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Scoring Notes 
a) Explain one important similarity in the reasons why reform 

movements emerged in both the antebellum period of the early 
1800s and the “Gilded Age” of the late 1800s. Examples could 
include but are not limited to the following:

 › Women’s rights activists advocated for women’s suffrage 
and the removal of unequal protections in the workplace 
as well as local and national policies that kept women 
dependent on men. 

 › Reformers fought against unequal treatment of blacks, 
including formal and informal disenfranchisement.

 › Religious reformers called for a greater role for religion in 
American society in both time periods.

 › Problems associated with the growth of cities prompted the 
establishment of reformist groups and movements.

 › Reformers in both periods were concerned by the growth 
of new ethnic and religious groups resulting from increased 
immigration.

b) Explain one important difference in the effects of reform 
movements in these two time periods. Examples could include 
but are not limited to the following:

 › Reformers in the antebellum period directed their efforts 
at improving moral character through movements such as 
prison and education reform, while Gilded Age reformers 
addressed the growth of corporate and business corruption. 

 › The effects of reform movements to address gender and 
socioeconomic inequalities during the antebellum period 
were overshadowed by the growth of the anti-slavery 
movement.

 › Reformers in the Gilded Age succeeded in gaining some 
regulation of industrial capital through the creation of the 
ICC and the passing of the Sherman Anti-Trust Act.

c) Explain one way in which some Americans responded critically 
to reform movements in either period:

 › The anti-slavery movement generated widespread 
opposition, especially in the South, in the form of runaway 
slave laws, revival of the slave trade, and secession.

 › Critics of reform movements established their own 
organizations such as the Ku Klux Klan and anti-suffrage 
groups. 
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 › Opponents of black suffrage demanded an end to black  
voting or the passage of laws that produced disenfranchising 
hurdles to voting, such as literacy tests and poll taxes.

 › The average American who opposed social reforms simply 
ignored the efforts of reform leaders and went about his 
or her daily routines and customs without regard to social 
change.


